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CDTr1 On the Riverbank

Riverbankers Ev’ry living creature needs a place to call home,
A place where you feel safe; that you hold dear,
Somewhere to return to when you’re far away,
We think we’ve found the perfect spot right here!

The breezes rustle through the reeds,
The river gently flows,

Past meadows, mills and tangled weeds,
To where the weeping willow grows...

Right here on the Riverbank,

Is where we choose to spend our days,
And here on the Riverbank,

Is just the place to dream and laze,
This is where we’ll stay!

Wild Wooders We live in the Wild Wood. We like it here,
The darkness suits us very well you see,
And from our base in the Wild Wood we’re hatching a plan,
To expand our land and grab new territ’ry!

Weasels, Stoats and Ferrets too,

Are poised to spoil the plot,

The River has it’s merits too,

We’re not content with what we’ve got!

Someday this will all be ours,

The greatest empire ever known,
From the Woods to the Riverbank,
This Rustic Reich we plan to own,
Will last a thousand years!

Rat I live on the Riverbank,
Where the pace of life is slow,
I am quite contented here,
It’s the only place I know...

But later in the summertime,

I see travellers heading South,
Perhaps next year I’ll follow them,
And leave the Riverbank,

But for now this is where I belong...

Riverbankers Ev’ry living creature needs a place to call home,
A place where you feel safe; that you hold dear,
Somewhere to return to when you’re far away,
We think we’ve found the perfect spot right here!
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Oh My! Oh My! Fresh air! This is fine! This is better than whitewashing!
...DIALOGUE...
Why didn’t you tell him?

Right here on the Riverbank,
We’ll eat our picnics in the sun,
And then from the Riverbank,
We’ll take a boat out just for fun!
This is paradise!

This is the place that we know best!
To rule the country is our quest!

Right here on the Riverbank,

Right here in the Wild Wood,

Life is easy, life is fine,

And here on the Riverbank,

And here in the Wild Wood,

Some say we’re running out of time,
Darkness suits us well...

But this is where we’ll stay...

It won’t be long...

We will take it! We will seize it!
We will conquer the Riverbank!
This is the place that we love,
And we’ll never leave it!

This land is our destiny!

This is the place that we love!
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On the Riverbank — reprise

This is the place that we know best!
To rule the country is our quest!

Right here on the Riverbank,

Right here in the Wild Wood,

Life is easy, life is fine,

And here on the Riverbank,

And here in the Wild Wood,

Some say we’re running out of time,
Darkness suits us well...

But this is where we’ll stay...

It won’t be long...

We will take it! We will seize it!
We will conquer the Riverbank!
This is the place that we love,
And we’ll never leave it!

This land is our destiny!

This is the place that we love!
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Life on the Open Road

Rolling down the dusty highway,
A-rolling down the Rolling Downs,
Any way of yours is my way,

As long as we go out of town,

Every day the sun is rising,

On a brand new episode,

Here today and gone tomorrow,
That’s the Life on the Open Road...

Look at the lovely gipsy caravan!

With ev’rything from kitchen sink to frying pan!
Could we maybe cadge a lift?

We’re sorry, there’s no room!

Cruising by the busy hedgerows,
Never see the same place twice,
Looking to the far horizon,

We must admit it looks quite nice!
Home is all we carry with us,

But I’m the one who pulls the load!
Here today and gone tomorrow,
That’s the Life on the Open Road...

Every stop we make a brand new friend,

A brand new adventure lies around each bend,
We’ve all got the travelling bug,

And ev’ry time we stop...

It’s only for a minute then we’re off again!

This caravan is getting slower,

The snails and slugs are racing by,
What a tedious form of transport!
I must admit I’m getting bored....

You see, I'm SO bored I can’t even be bothered to make my verses rhyme any
more!

A caravan’s enough for some folk ,
But not enough for Mister Toad,

I really am quite fed up now,

With the Life on the Open Road....

Poop! Poop!

Poop! Poop!

What a stunning means of locomotion!
What a glorious and stirring sight!

As powerful as the open ocean,
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As graceful as a swan in flight!

Now that’s the way to really travel,
How it’s fenders gleamed and glowed!
Here today, next week tomorrow,
That’s a Life on the Open Road...

Poop! Poop!
Poop! Poop!

A million miles lie before me,

I’ll leave a cloud of dust behind,
Amphibian and motor car in motion,
This time he’s really lost his mind!
Speeding down the dusty highway,
A thunderbolt and Mister Toad!
Here today, next week tomorrow,
That’s a Life on the Open Road...
Poop! Poop!

What are we to do?
...DIALOGUE...

Police Station! Complaint! How could | complain about that beautiful
machine!

That entrancing sound!

That bewitching smell!

That Heavenly vision!

What a fortunate collision!

That mechanical miracle of shining chrome!

And, my friends...I owe it all to you!

Speeding down the dusty highway,
A thunderbolt and Mister Toad!
Here today, next week tomorrow,
That’s a Life on the Open Road...
Poop! Poop!

Life on the Open Road...

Poop! Poop!

Life on the Open Road...

I’1l have that one!
But sir, this is the fastest and most expensive motor car we have!
I’d like it in red please!

Life on the Open Road!
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Who's There?

Now you’re deep in the dark Wild Wood,
You’re very much on your own,

It’s a lovely night in the dark Wild Wood,
But you really should have stayed at home!

Now you’re deep in the dark Wild Wood,
You’d better wear a good disguise!

It’s a lovely night in the dark Wild Wood,
But you’d better not close your eyes!

Get out! While there’s still time!

Ah! Are we over here?

Ah! No, we’re over there!

Ah! We’re in another place!

Ah! And now we’re in your face!

Pitter patter pitter patter...
Pitter patter pitter patter...
Pitter patter pitter patter...
Pitter patter pitter patter...

Get out, while there’s still time!
Get out now!

And the creepy pitter patter’s really driving me insane,
If I pretend it doesn’t matter it will surely go away,
Get a grip! There is nothing here to fear!

Though the pattering is getting rather near,

And the sky is getting dim,

And the atmosphere is grim,

This place is unappealing and | have funny feeling,
That | am not alone!

You have strayed into a nightmare,
Wandered into your darkest hour!
Riverbankers are not welcome!
Foreign animals will disappear!

What’s that?

Just a rustle in the trees!

Oh My!

Branches swinging in the breeze!

(clap) Hey you!

It’s all inside my brain!
(clap) Twigs crack!
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There it goes again!

Who’s there?
There’s no one here but you!

Pitter patter pitter patter...
Pitter patter pitter patter...
Pitter patter pitter patter...
Pitter patter pitter patter...

And the creepy pitter patter’s really driving me insane,
If I pretend it doesn’t matter it will surely go away,
Get a grip! There is nothing here to fear!

Though the pattering is getting rather near,

And the sky is getting dim,

And the atmosphere is grim,

This place is unappealing and | have funny feeling,
That | am not alone!

You have strayed into a nightmare,
Wandered into your darkest hour!
Riverbankers are not welcome!
Foreign animals will disappear!
What’s that?

Just a rustle in the trees!

Oh My!

Branches swinging in the breeze!
(clap) Hey you!

It’s all inside my brain!

(clap) Twigs crack!

There it goes again!

Who’s there?
There’s no one here but us!

What’s the password, Mole?
I’'m afraid I....

What’s the secret sign, Mole?
Secret si...?

Where are your papers, Mole?
I didn’t know...

Can’t you read the sign, Mole?

Vil
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Mole “Trespassers will be cooked and eaten”
Wild Wooders Ha! Ha! Ha!
Chief Weasel We have special places where we put animals like you...that don’t belong here.

Wild Wooders We’re masters of this Wild Wood,
And this is one place you should,
Never ever need to be!

Mole But, I don’t understand. ..
Wild Wooders You’re trespassing on private property!
Wild Wooders You have strayed into a nightmare,

Wandered into your darkest hour!
Riverbankers are not welcome!
Foreign animals will disappear!

Now you’re deep in the dark Wild Wood,
You’re very much on your own!

It’s a lovely night in the dark Wild Wood,
But you really should have stayed at home!

Now you’re deep in the dark Wild Wood,
You’d better wear a good disguise!

It’s a lovely night in the dark Wild Wood,
But you’d better not close your eyes!

Too late! Now there’s no time!

VI
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Indestructible Toad!

The world has always loved the hero,
Those brave and gallant men of fame,
Here comes the latest greatest hero,
And ‘Dashing’ is his middle name !

Now heroes have a trait in common,
One thing they never seem to lack:

In the face of certain failure,

They have the knack of bouncing back!

Here comes that:

Indestructible Toad!

Daring adventurous Toad!

Fortune may falter and luck may run out,
I may look defeated,

But I’ll get through without a doubt!

Indestructible Toad!
Handsome and popular Toad!
I’m brave and I’'m fearless!

I’m utterly peerless!
The Great Indestructible Toad !

Top of the ‘A’ list!

The Great Mister T!

Celebrity royalty is he!

He’s frivolous and feckless!

He’s dangerously reckless!

A superstar with personali-T-O-A-D!

Indestructible Toad!

Speeding on down the road!

A bit of a flash goof!

But totally crash proof!

The Great Indestructible Toad!

I was proceeding down the road,
All was quiet and all was still,

A peaceful summer’s evening,
On the river by the mill,

A sound became apparent,

It grew loud and it grew shrill,

A motor car at break-neck speed,
Came racing down the hill!

This motor car is fabulous,
The fastest | could buy,



Chorus

Policeman

Toad

Policeman

Policeman

Toad
Toad & Chorus

Toad

Toad & Chorus

Toad

Chorus

Nurse

Toad

The Wind in the Willows copyright © 2008 B Sleep & S Kingsbury

A super duper speed machine,

This car can really fly!

There’s a bendy road ahead of you,
Look out now, Mister Toad!
Assume the crash position,

‘Cos you’re running out of road!

Hey! Look out!

What do think you’re doing?!
You’re a raving maniac!

You nearly run me over,

And you could have broke my back!
I very sorry officer,

I won’t do it again,

I’ve learned my lesson now,

And so next time I’ll take the train!

Very well then. You just stay away from those noisy, smelly, dangerous

contraptions!
...DIALOGUE...
Right! That’s it!

That’s me the:

Indestructible Toad!
Handsome and popular Toad!
I’m brave and I’m fearless,
I’m utterly peerless,

The Great Indestructible Toad!

This driving lark is marvellous,
The only way to go,

All other forms of transport,

Are really far too slow!

There’s a bendy road ahead of you,
Look out now, Mister Toad!
Assume the crash position,

‘Cos you’re running out of road!

Now I know what is best for you,
You naughty little imp!

You’ll need to stay in bed a week,
Now don’t be such a wimp!

Oh, lady with the lamp,

I shall submit unto your will,
This Toad is going nowhere,
‘Cos this Toad is very ill!
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Thank you for your kindness, dear nurse, but | deserve to suffer alone.
Very well... Now, rest and recuperation! Rest and recuperation!

That’s me, the:

Indestructible Toad!

Daring adventurous Toad!

Fortune may falter and luck may run out,
I may look defeated,

But I’ll get through without a doubt!

Indestructible Toad!
Handsome and popular Toad!
I’m brave and I’m fearless!
I’m utterly peerless!

The great Indestructible Toad!

Top of the ‘A’ list,

The Great Mister T,

Celebrity royalty is he!

He’s frivolous and feckless,

He’s dangerously reckless,

A superstar with personali-T-O-A-D!

Indestructible Toad,

Speeding on down the road,
He’s...more nuts than Nero!

But quite the English hero!

I’m insurmountable,
Unaccountable,

Undeniable,

Unreliable,

Indestructible,

Tax-deductible,

Tough and resilient and totally brilliant!
The In-de-struct-i-ble... Mister...

(roaring) ... TOAD!

Xl
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You Exasperating Rogue

Look here! I’m quickly losing patience,
You exasperating rogue!

With your ‘Pish and tosh and poppycock’,
A bounder of a Toad!

Rapscallion and reprobate,

A rascal and a cad!

I’m very sorry, Badger,

I’ve been very, very bad!

On the Road Again!

Indestructible Toad!
Speeding on down the road!
A sneaky, sly survivor!

And one very careful driver!

I’m on the road again!

Look out! It’s Toad again!

More motoring thrills now!

Go run for the hills now!

I’m ‘Toad the Joyrider’!

A slimy backslider!

Tough and resilient and totally brilliant!
The In-de-struct-i-ble...Mister...

... TOAD!

The End Now for Certain

The end now for certain,
It’s Toad’s final curtain,
He’ll soon be forgot,

Left to rot in a gaol,

He’s finally cracked,

At the end of this Act!
Poor Toad is now in a hole!

Xl
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Where I Belong

Can you hear the echoes,

Of a warm and distant land?
Sounds and scents from far away,
That lead you by the hand.

Golden days and azure bays,
The strumming of guitars,
Shady temples, olive woods,
The sky ablaze with stars...

This world is full of wonders,
And rats were made to roam,
Memories to be harvested,
And safely stored at home...
But where is home?

I have tried to settle down on a cosy little farm,
With all a rat could ever wish,

But soon the doubts began to gnaw,

So now I’m on the road once more,

Travelling free is where I belong...

(to FIELD MICE) What are you up to? It’s not time to be thinking of winter
quarters yet, by a long way!

...DIALOGUE...
You’re arat! You’re built for travel. Not to just laze around a Riverbank!

This world is full of wonders,
And rats were made to roam,
Memories to be harvested,
And safely stored at home...
But where is home?

I love this little Riverbank,

My old familiar friend,

But adventure beckons round the bend!
And I will follow where it goes,

This chapter of my life will close,

The Riverbank is not where I belong...

(in great surprise) Where are you off to Ratty?

X1
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Ratty! You’re not yourself...Ratty!

This world is full of wonders,
And rats were made to roam,
Memories to be harvested,
And safely stored at home...
But where is home?

I love this little Riverbank,

My old familiar friend,

But am | brave enough to leave?
Would that be smart or just naive?
Now I’m starting to believe...

(with a hint of sadness) This is the place where I belong...
This is the place where I belong...

Sad and Miserable Toad

Sad and miserable Toad,

Has crumpled under his load,
Despair that is endless,
Forgotten and friendless,

A broken destructible...(sobs)

XV
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Toad’s Adventure

You have such lovely big eyes!
A wide winning smile!
Thank you, but I really have to go!

Give us a kiss!
Then you can pass!
I have my reputation, sir, you know!

You‘re my little tubby scrubber!
The highlight of my week!

Thank you, kind sir!

That’s quite enough of your cheek!

What a lady!

Chorus Look at him go! Swaggering by!

With a brand new tale about which he can brag!
Swanning along without a care in the world!

Toad And I’m quite enjoying dressing up in drag!

Chorus Toad leaps in with both his feet where angels fear to tread!
Beware, Mister Toad,

For trouble is not far ahead!

Toad Well, that was easy enough! What a daring exploit! Now, | must remove
myself from this neighbourhood as quickly as possible. This washerwoman
seems to be a well known and popular character about these parts! Oh, look!

Toad Goodness me! A railway station!

Station Clerk
Toad

Toad

Station Clerk

Just the thing | need!
Typical Toad!
Escaping with style and with speed!

(to STATION CLERK) A single ticket if you please,
And make sure it’s first class!

Second class will surely do?

What impudence! What brass!

(to himself) Dash! My wallet! I must have left it in the cell!

(to the STATION CLERK) Look here! Just let me have that ticket,
And I’ll send the cash tomorrow!

I’m well known in these parts!

I bet you are well known!

Bet you’ve tried this trick before!

Now please stand back from the window,
You are obstructing the other customers...

XV
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The end of the road now,
For poor Mister Toad now,
He’ll soon be discovered,
And dragged back to gaol,
Poor Toad is now in a hole!

Can I help you, miss?

...DIALOGUE...

Well, I’11 tell you what I’1l do — I’'1l give you a ride on my engine — I can’t bear

to see a good woman like yourself in distress. Hop up now!

Can you believe it?

Just as soon as Toad is heading for disaster,
I always think of something clever!
However fast his foe,

That wily Toad is just a little faster!

No competition whatsoever!

Steam train rushing on down the track,
Just keep rolling on!

Don’t look back behind you!

Or they may find youl!

That’s very odd.
We are the last train,
Yet I’d swear we’re being followed!

What?!
Look!

Prison warders, policeman waving guns!
And they are gaining on us fast!

Is there something you haven’t told me?

Steam train rushing on down the track,
Just keep rolling on!

Don’t look back behind you!

Or they may find you!

Oh Mister Driver! Save me now that I am forced into confession...

(shouting) Stop your train this very minute!
A washer woman isn’t really my vocation or profession...
(shouting) You’re harbouring a pris’ner in it!

Is that right, what I just heard?
You’re nothing but a low gaolbird?

XVI
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Who are you?
Alright, I’ll tell you...

(on his knees, sobbing) I am the well-knowed,
And popular Toad!

I’ve cunningly escaped from a dark dungeon cell,
If those fellows catch Toad up,

His future is sewed up,

So goodbye cruel world! Farewell!

Now tell me the truth; what were you put in prison for?
...DIALOGUE...

(TOAD wails) No, please, kind sir...I beg you to have mercy on this most ill-
treated of toads! (more wailing)

The end of the track now,

The clock’s turning back now,
He’ll soon be discovered,

And dragged back to gaol,
For Toad is now stuck,

He’s clean out of luck!

Poor Toad is now in a hole!

...But...I don’t like to see an animal in distress and, what’s more, I don’t like
being ordered about by policemen while ’'m on my engine! So...

...DIALOGUE...
(better again) Hurrah! Thank you, Mr. Engine Driver!

Can you believe it?

Just as soon as Toad is heading for disaster,
I always think of something clever!
However fast his foe,

That wily Toad is just a little faster!

No competition whatsoever!

Steam train rushing on down the track,
Just keep rolling on!

Don’t look back behind you,

Or they may find you!

Shovel on the coal! (Shovel on the coal!)
Faster if you can! (Faster if you can!)

Won’t this train go any quicker?
Go! Go! Go! Go!

The above stanza continues sotto voce under the following dialogue:
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Engine Driver It’s no good, they’re still gaining on us! (thinks) I have an idea and it’s your
only chance! There is a tunnel up ahead. Just before we reach the far end you
must jump from the train and run into the woods before our pursuers get out of
the tunnel. Now be ready to jump when I tell you!

Chorus Get ready Mister Toad,
We know you’re rather plump!
But make a leap of faith,
And so prepare yourself to jump!
Engine Driver Now Jump!
Engine Driver & Chorus - Jump! Jump! Now Jump!

CD Tr 14 Stoat Patrol

Stoats (forlorn, to themselves) Now we’re far from the dark Wild Wood,
We’re very much on our own,
It was lovely back in the dark Wild Wood,
How we wish that we had stayed at home!

Stoat 1 Sshhh!
...DIALOGUE...
Ferret See it doesn’t! You snivelling Stoats...you’re not worthy of the name

Rodent...we’ve got our eyes on you lot...now, get back to work!

Stoats Now we’re far from the dark Wild Wood,
We’re very much on our own,
It was lovely back in the dark Wild Wood,
How we wish that we had stayed at home!

XVIII
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Party Animals!

As Weasels we used to get such a bad press,

Perhaps it was the formal way we dressed?

Our manner was so stiff and starchy,

(marching) And we never walked when we could march! (stop marching)

We are now ‘lords of the manor”’,

And we’ve let ourselves go,

We’ve let our standards drop, boy, does it show!
‘Cos when we decide to rave,

We can really misbehave!

We are Party Animals!

We’re creatures of the night,

We’re practic’ly nocturnal,

At this shindig that’s eternal!

For we are the master race,

And we live at a faster pace,

Than all the other creatures great and small!
We sophisticated, arty weasels,

Are never short of party diesel!

Party Animals!

Watch where you’re dancing!
You watch where you’re dancing you little weasel!
We’re all Weasels...

Oh yeah...

Weasels & (Chorus) And we live it up by night, (Ooh, Party Animals!)

Then sleep it off by day, (Ooh, Party Animals!)

We’re rodent glitterati,

Whose profession is to party!

We can dance and sing all night, (Ooh, Party Animals!)
And chill out to the sight, (Ooh, Party Animals!)

Of sunbeams creeping through our great Toad Hall!
(Party Animals, Party, Party Animals!)

We’re quite unique, there’ll be no sequel,

In party terms we have no equal,

Party Animals!

Raise your glass to Mister Toad, (Ooh, Party Animals!)
And this gentleman’s abode! (Ooh, Party Animals!)
The weasel flag has risen!

Toad is languishing in prison!

For his fate was being prone, (Ooh, Party Animals!)

XIX



The Wind in the Willows copyright © 2008 B Sleep & S Kingsbury

To stealing cars and now we own, (Ooh, Party Animals!)
The greatest venue on the riverbank!

(Party Animals, Party, Party Animals!)

And hell will have to freeze up,

Before we end this knees-up!

‘Cos we’re Party Animals!

Chief Weasel Come on lads! Get those knees up! All together now...

Na na na na na na naaa! (Ooh, Party Animals!)
Na na na na na na naaa! (Ooh, Party Animals!)
Disaster nor disease’ll,

Stop these hearty party weasels!

Na na na na na na naaa! (Ooh, Party Animals!)
Na na na na na na naaa! (Ooh, Party Animals!)
Intoxicated by our strength and power!

(Party Animals, Party, Party Animals!)

We’re the greatest! None can top us!

Not a creature now could stop us!

Party Ani...

RAT, MOLE, BADGER and TOAD suddenly leap out of the basket!

Toad Stop! You villains and prepare to meet your fate!
Look out! You nasty thieving vermin!
Here comes the conq’ring hero,
To claim back his estate!
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CD Tr 18 Now We Can Share

Company Ev’ry living creature needs a place to call home,
A place where you feel safe; that you hold dear,
Somewhere to return to when you’re far away,
We know we’ve found the perfect spot right here!

Rat Peace at last has cured the past,

Mole & Chief Weasel We never thought it possible,

Rat, Mole, Toad, Badger & Weasels But here we are today!

Rat, Toad, Mole & Badger  No divide! Side by side!

+ Weasels Peace has pacified creation,
Company Now that’s a cause for celebration!

This land belongs to (shout) US!
Rat, Mole, Toad, Badger & Weasels Now we can share,

In the whole of creation!

We can repair,

This broken animal nation!

And we have ourselves to thank,
For re-uniting Wood and Bank!
Now the country’s in a better state,
Since we have learned to integrate,
All’s fair!

Now we can share!

Company A & (B) Now we can share, (We’ve found a new way to live)

Company

Company A & (B)

In the whole of creation! (To last forever)

We can repair, (We’ve such a lot to forgive)

This broken animal nation! (We’re almost there)
And we have ourselves to thank,

For re-uniting Wood and Bank!

Now the country’s in a better state,

Since we have learned to integrate,

All’s fair!

Now we can share!

This great big world is wide enough,

For creatures of all kind!

Nature’s perfect harmony is there for all to find!
We hope we live forever this way!

Now we can share, (We’ve found a new way to live)
In the whole of creation! (To last forever)

We can repair, (We’ve such a lot to forgive)

This broken animal nation! (We’re almost there)
And we have ourselves to thank, (Ah!)

For re-uniting Wood and Bank! (Ah!)

Now the country’s in a better state, (Ah!)

XXI



Company A
Company B

Company

CD Tr 19

Company A & (B)

Company

Company A & (B)

Company A
Company B

Company

The Wind in the Willows copyright © 2008 B Sleep & S Kingsbury

Since we have learned to integrate, (Ah!)
All’s fair! (All’s fair!)

Now we can share! (Now we can share!)
Now we can share! (Now we can share!)
Now we can share!

The country’s in a better state,

Since we have learned to integrate,

All’s fair!

Now we can share!

(shout) Share!

Bows and Play-off

Now we can share, (We’ve found a new way to live)
In the whole of creation! (To last forever)

We can repair, (We’ve such a lot to forgive)

This broken animal nation! (We’re almost there)
And we have ourselves to thank,

For re-uniting Wood and Bank!

Now the country’s in a better state,

Since we have learned to integrate,

All’s fair!

Now we can share!

This great big world is wide enough,

For creatures of all kind!

Nature’s perfect harmony is there for all to find!
We hope we live forever this way!

Now we can share, (We’ve found a new way to live)
In the whole of creation! (To last forever)

We can repair, (We’ve such a lot to forgive)

This broken animal nation! (We’re almost there)
And we have ourselves to thank, (Ah!)

For re-uniting Wood and Bank! (Ah!)

Now the country’s in a better state, (Ah!)

Since we have learned to integrate, (Ah!)

All’s fair! (All’s fair!)

Now we can share! (Now we can share!)

Now we can share! (Now we can share!)

Now we can share!

The country’s in a better state,

Since we have learned to integrate,

All’s fair!

Now we can share!

(shout) Share!
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